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JUVENILE WELFARE BOARD OF PINELLAS COUNTY
Regular Meeting – December 8, 2005
MINUTES

Present:

Van Sayler, Chair; John Milford, Secretary; Cecilia Burke; Janet
Caramello; Bob Dillinger; Bernie McCabe; Commissioner Kenneth
T. Welch; Terry Smiljanich, Board Counsel; James E. Mills,
Executive Director; Amy Daly, Executive Assistant

Absent:

Joseph A. Smith, Vice Chair; Judge Irene Sullivan; Dr. Clayton
Wilcox; Beth Wilson

Mr. Sayler called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.
AGENDA

A motion was made by Mr. Milford and seconded by
Commissioner Welch to approve the amended agenda for the
December 8, 2005 regular meeting. The motion passed
unanimously.

MINUTES

A motion was made by Mr. McCabe and seconded by
Commissioner Welch to approve the minutes for the November
10, 2005 regular meeting. The motion passed unanimously.

There were no Executive Committee actions.
PRESENTATION

Dr. Starr Silver, Director, Research and Peggy Johns, Pinellas
County Schools, presented an overview of the Youth Risk
Behavior Survey, 2003, Preliminary Report. Questions/comment
from the Board included: concern over the suicide rate, whether
there was interest in adding additional health classes (not feasible
at this time due to FCAT), the percentage of students taking a
health class (6th grade - 70%, 8th grade – 75-80% and high school
– 95%. Health education is a requirement for graduation; IB
students are exempted); whether other CSC’s are conducting this
survey (no, this is a custom survey in partnership with USF); and
how many students took the survey (6th grade – 1000, 8th grade –
1500 and high school – 1500). Concern was also expressed
about the environment in which the survey was conducted. Ms.
Johns noted the setting was in a controlled classroom setting,
teachers did not move among the students and the responses
were anonymous. In response to Ms. Burke, there is no trend
data for the number of youth forced to have sex or other factors as
this is the second administration. In response to Mr. McCabe’s
question, staff noted that we had all four demographics (age,
ethnicity, grade and zip code), and this information would help
map the county.

1

ACTION
Community Social
Serv. Hurricane
Preparedness

Motion:

Prior to a motion, Board questions/comment to staff and
Micki Thompson, Director, 211 Tampa Bay Cares, centered
on a concern that this endeavor is not seen as a part of the
JWB focus; what the tangible result would be, whether existing
assets can accomplish this (nothing has been accomplished thus
far); whether this is based on lessons learned from Hurricane
Katrina (yes); whether the United Way and JWB were the only
funders (yes, but county and municipalities would be involved in
the planning) and a concern that although a report would be
developed by the end of the six months, no plan would be in
place. Commissioner Welch indicated this recommendation was a
good idea as the county primarily focuses on hard assets following
a hurricane; i.e., restoration of power, water, etc.
A motion was made by Mr. Milford and seconded by
Commissioner Welch to allocate $20,000 to 211 Tampa Bay
Cares for emergency preparedness and recovery planning. The
motion passed unanimously.
Fiscal Impact: The Community Contingency Fund will be
reduced by $20,000 from $242,095 to $222,095.

Additional Funds
Safe Start

A motion was made by Mr. McCabe and seconded by
Commissioner Welch to approve receipt of $4,654 in additional
federal funds for a Safe Start Research Project and allocate up to
$4,654 to Hulbert Consulting for a child protection research
project. The motion carried unanimously.
Fiscal Impact: The approved Safe Start 05-06 budget will be
increased by $15,154 from $779,839 to $794,993. The $15,154 is
the result of $4,654 in newly awarded funds plus $10,500 in
federal funds promised last fiscal year but not received.

BOARD DISCUSSION
Web Site
Demonstration

During discussion of the website,
www.pinellasindicators.org, suggestions included utilizing a
website address that the average citizen would recognize when
searching for information, assuring that all links have links back
and when marketing the website, include Pinellas County realtors.
David Walker, Pinellas County was introduced to the Board.

Status of Gender
Specific-Girls
RFP

During discussion of reissuing the RFP, questions/comment
from the Board included the suggestion to either reduce the
number of hours required in the RFP or increase the amount of
funding and the possibility of issuing a concept paper as was done
when seeking a gender specific program for boys.
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Motion

A motion was made by Ms. Caramello and seconded by Ms.
Burke to offer the option of either submitting a concept paper or a
response to a RFP for a Gender Specific – Girls program.
Following discussion of both the pros and cons of offering two
options, Ms. Caramello withdrew her motion. The consensus
reached was to have staff rework the RFP and return the newly
created RFP to the Board for approval.

INFORMATION
JWB Members’
Email
Accounts

Mr. Smiljanich reminded the Board that should any member
opt to available themselves of an email address that is
accessible externally, the Government in the Sunshine statutes
would apply. He cautioned that Board members should avoid
emailing one another. Mr. Mills indicated staff would survey Board
members to determine their interest in an email account. Mr.
McCabe noted he did not wish to have an email account.

Personnel Report

Mr. Mills introduced Jim Spitler, new staff in the Research
Department.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:20 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

John Milford
Secretary
Requests made to staff by Board:
1. Youth Risk Assessments Report: Further analysis by gender, age, Zip
code.
2. Survey Board to determine interest in a JWB email account.
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